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There have been many recommendations and complamts
concerning our present classification system, cspecially for
compartmented systems.

Recognizing the urgent need to get intelligence to the essential

users, as well as to protect those secrets whose compromise would

 jeopardize intelligence effectiveness, former DCI William Colby

established a small ad hoc group of senior intcl.ligenc‘c.f officers to
develop policy guidelines to serve as a basis for designi’ng a system
thatbwould meet today's needs. This group is chaired by the Deputy
Director for Intelligence, CIA, and is made up; of sveniohr officials
from Department of State/INR, DIA, NSA and the Intelligence
Community Staff.

The ad hoc group is working to develop new principles and
guidelines for the clas sification and control of in’telligencé which
will provide:

-- A broader access to intelligence by applying the
lowest appropriate classification and minimum di ssemination
controls.

-~ Extra protéction to only those aspects of intelligence

- sources and methods that truly affect their viability.
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The ad hoce group hes identified the basic is

znd has developed some tentative principles and guidelines for the

classification and control of intelligence. At a meeting of the

Sy

group, nexbers vwho represcented intelligence collectors were reguested

to prepare a list of those actions which their agencles can take oﬁ
their own authorities to increasc customer eccess to information now
restricted by codewords or disserination controls, This should ease
the problem sorewnat,

Org fundamental action recuires a declsion by the President.

. . ~

Lceording to existing Pre ential lPSt”UCtIOHS, even the fact that the

US conducts satellite reconnzissance is classified Secret, Other
pecté of the reconnaissance Drogram are clas sified even higher

and are compartmented, This classification sets a floor of Secret

ocn all phétographs and other products attiributed to the satellite

reccnnalssance progran.

On my instructions, a draft memorandum Tor my signature addressed

to the FPresident is now being circulated within the Intelligence

Community. This mermorandum recommends that the President euthorize

the Director of Central Intelligence to declassify the fact 6f the
existence of the US satellite.reconnaissénce program and to make other
adjustrments in the classification and handling of the products of the
program, All such changes wvould be inz accordance with the DCI's
statutory responsibllit;’ to protect intelligence sources and methods
for unauthorized disclosure and in accordance with his res sponsibility

under Fxecutive Order 11005--"to ensure that approprizte programs ere

developed which properly protect 1nuelllgen ce sources, methods and
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enzlytical procedures.,
Above all, there is a Tundemental neced for secrecy legislation,
for without this legislation I éo not Toresee mcuh real change in

present compartrentation philesophy,
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